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Catch Dr. Hipp’s upcoming presentation 
at the Louisiana Arts Summit on July 15th! 
Register here: https://www.artsbr.org/louisiana-arts-summit-1 

 
 

PAINTING A RICH PICTURE 

WITH QUALITATIVE RESEARCH 

Quantitative data collection and 

subsequent analysis result in 

quantifiable outcomes in the form 

of statistics. Statistics often 

‘move the needle,’ particularly for 

educational stakeholders and 

state/district administrators. 

Qualitative data, conversely, 

produces rich descriptions, 

portrayals, and sketches. The 

value of qualitative interviews 

within the arts environment is 

essential to arts-based research. 

Therefore, I am a strong 

proponent of mixed-methods arts 

education/integration research 

which provides both quantitative 

and qualitative findings and 

recommendations. 

 

I have had the pleasure of 

serving as the principal 

investigator on a recent mixed-

methods study. This study, 

conducted on behalf of the Arts 

Council of Greater Baton Rouge, 

aimed to evaluate the state of 

arts education in Baton Rouge, 

Louisiana. The study collected 

data from the following 

participants: 

- Classroom Teachers 

- School Arts Specialists 

- School Administrators 

- Parents 

- Community Arts 

Organizations 

Research methods included 

quantitative surveys alongside 

qualitative interviews, coding, 

and content analyses.  

 

All findings of the study will be 

presented in detail at the 

upcoming Louisiana Arts Summit 

(July 15 & 16, 2019). It is 

important to note, however, that 

many crucial findings emerged 

only through the qualitative 

components of the study. 

Powerful quotes from study 

participants are detailed on the 

next page and paint a rich picture 

of participant perspectives. 
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Questionnaire Item: Do you see any relationship between the arts and the academic 
achievement of students at your school? 
 
There is a very important relationship between the arts and academics in our school. This 
relationship is fostered in the classroom by the teacher in hopes of bridging the students’ artistic 
ability and their academic deficiencies. Students are taught to problem solve, make decisions, 
and become risk takers through the arts. The impact these skills have in English, Math, Science, 
and Social Studies is astounding. 

 
-School Administrative Team Member Study Participant 

 
 

Questionnaire Item: What do you feel is the strongest current motivation to use the arts in your 
teaching? 
 
Developing the whole child. That simply can't be done without the arts. Without exposure to the 
arts, my students cannot express themselves as individuals. I am also motivated to use the arts 
more because the arts are why my students want to come to class and attend school. 
 

-Classroom Teacher Study Participant 
 

 

  Exceptional Resource Alert!  
 

   
 

 

Arts Are Hipp offers experiential workshop creation, program evaluation, and educational consulting services to clients 

including PreK-12 school districts, individual schools, institutions of higher education, cultural organizations, and nonprofits. 

 

EDUCATION CLOSET is the home of all things 

STEAM and ARTS INTEGRATION, including an 

upcoming online conference, a monthly digital 

magazine filled with ideas, curriculum, online 

courses, and certification opportunities.  

Check them out! 

https://educationcloset.com/ 

 

 


